FRIENDS OF
GREENBANK

Friends of Greenbank first started in 2003, the idea

came from Eve Chapman who has lived in the area for at
least 30 years, There may have been a group before but
enthusiasm often dies and then groups pack up, Dur first
meeting was held in the likrary and we had an amazing
turn out, about 50 people; not only representatives from
Leisure but fram the NHE, Police, Local Coundillers but &
real back up from local people, It was aclually a prefty busy
time as we got grants from Vam, Change and alsoe the NHS
and we achieved in quite a shor space of time,

In 2003 there were about two benches in the whale of
Greenbank, a couple of litter bins and approximately

one dog bin, Within a yvear there were about four picnic
benches and more dog and litter bins, It only took about
two days for the benches to ke moved and one is sfill on
the move, residing over by Manor Road, VAM gave us
meare funding for & Fun Day and although things don't
ahways go as planned, it was a beautiful day and everyone
seemed fo enjoy themselves, The face painting and tarof
cards were particularly popular,

Two more grants enabled us to erect a fence to be erected
down the side of Manor Road,

We also had a day when school children from Ceder Mount
came and helped the gardeners plant saplings near Manor
Road, A grant from Manchester Impact fund enable us

to purchase E300 of plants, these included daffedils and
crocuses which are planted amongst the trees opposite

the Bluebell and climbers for the Fence behind Rushmere
Avenue, Unfortunately only & few of these have survived

as the gardeners have sprayved them! We have organised
clean up days and other events and have had coverage
from the South Manchester Reporter,

When Dappa Homes appeared on the scene we were
rather seduced by the idea of them spending a lot of
maney on Greenbank and at initial meetings the scale of
their gperation was not apparent, The top of the park had
ahways been used for football so it seemed to make senge,
Howewver, it soon became clear that this was not the case
and Greenbank Residenis Assedation formed and fought
the whale thing tooth and nail, 3o, in the end the scheme
was abandoned, Friends of Greenbank has dwindled

to just a few members and | am happy fo be part of
Greenbank Residents Association, to help with plans and
put forward a few of my cwn, There is still some opposition
to winding up Friends of Greenbank but | intend fo work
with Greenbank Residents Assodation in any way | can, In
the last few years Greenabnk has moved on from being a
forgetten park inte a place where people are happy fo be
and want to use, Future plans will make it even better,

Wiritten by Judith Gabler,

THE JOYS OF AN ALLOTMENT

I've had an allotmient for just over 2 years now. After lots of

hard woark and a bit of trial and error it is finally just how | want

it, keeping me in vegetables for most of the year. Peaple get
allatments for different reasans, Obviausly grewing your oem veg
ig high wp the list but it atsa & great place to mest othars, o swap
gardaning tips and grumble about the waather. It is alse a gresat
wiry ba stay it (much cheaper than gym membership) and also
somawhers to get away Trom the hustle and bustle in your awn bit
af green space,

Like a lot of people, | spand mast of the waek indoors, looking
autside longinghy from my desk, For me, there is nothing bether
than getting up early an a Saturday maming and cycling dawn
by plot to s2e how things are doing, |E s the anticipation of
wonderning whethar my seedlings hava came up or suffered an
avernight raid by the residents slugs or whether the grape vine
is gaing ta come back to life after a bit of overzealows pruning, It
wouldn't be fair to say that it s all sunshine and Nowers, as we
da live in Manchaster, Hawever, this does mean that my plot has
hardly seen a hosa this year

I years gone by many allotments were threatenad with
development, only surviving thanks 1o the tenacity of a handful
af determined tenants. Mowadays, having an allotment & back
in fashion and the waiting list far a plat can strefch b several
years in some places. Howewver, don't let this put you off as

we ara paricularty well-blessad in Lavenshulme with litarally
hundreds of plots and 5o you shouldm't need to wait long for
your chance ta lease yaur own 150 square yards of sall. After
all, what could be betler than picking your very own sun-ripenad
tomatoes of testing the first of the year's hormegrown respbarries.
For more information on getting an allotment ether spaak to the
Manchester City Allatments Manager on 0181 226 3322 or call
dawn to your lacal site on a Sunday and put your name an the
ligt Yau'll mevar look back!

Wiitten by Paul Seaby
winner of 3, 15t prizes at Tonbridge Allctment 2008 Show

CARROT CAKE

INGREMENTS

S plain Hour ¢ 21=p cinnaman

1isp baking powdar

Bicarbonate of aoda

200 sott bnowen sLgar

4 g

250ml o

1 orange and 1 lemon, sosted

20 camots, firaly gratad

1500 walnubs

227 lin pireapple pieces, well drained and chopped [oplicnal)

FOA THE CREAM FROSTING

1250 unssaitad bufier al room fempsaratung
Eellyy icireg suggar
250 g cream cheass

METHOD

Heal the awen bo 150C%an 1200 gas 2, Line o 20om, 10om deep cake tn,
it tha Hour. cinnaman. baking podder and Wearbonate of soda tagsathar
and Sir in the sugar, Bead the opgs with th oil and ciktnes zests. Sirin
the carods andd fold evargthing inta the mixlum. Fold in the walnits and
pinaspike (F w=ing). Spoan the misdura inga the tin and baks dor 1 hour 20
rainubas ar urlil a skewar comes aul clean. Coal,

For the frosting, bead the bufier and cng togathaer unlil seft and them
baat in the craam cheesa. Chil the mixlum wilil it's ick and spreadable.
Spraad & thick leyar on bap ol the cake, making sune tha sida of tha icing
is fad and cortnues upwards from tha said of the cabs,



